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9 (2)

Electric Line Clearance Management Plan 2021/2022 Submitted By:
Name:Knox City Council

Date: March 2024

The current plan will be available on the Knox City Council website on the 15t
April every year. In addition, a hard copy is available by contacting Council’s

Customer Service Team on 9298 8000, the plan will be sent within 14 days of
the request.

The following sections are as per Regulation 9(3) (Management Plans) of the
Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020.

93) (@)

Name, address and Telephone Number of the Responsible Person

Name: Knox City Council

Address: 511 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South, 3152
Telephone No. (03) 9298 8000

Facsimile No.: (03) 9800 3096

Chief Executive Officer Bruce Dobson

9(3) (b)

Name, Position, Address and Telephone Number of the Person who was
responsible for the Preparation of the Plan.

Name: Grant Thorne

Position: Director of Engineering and Infrastructure
Business Address: 511 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South, 3152
Telephone No.: (03) 9298 8100

Facsimile No: (03) 9800 3096

Email Address: Grant.thorne@knox.vic.gov.au



9(3) (¢)

Name, position, address and telephone number of the persons who are
responsible for carrying out the plan.

Name: Sam Jones

Position: Coordinator Urban Forest and City Presentation
Business Address: 102 Lewis Road, Wantirna South 3152
Telephone No.: (03) 9298 8430

Facsimile No.: (03) 9800 3214

Email Address: Sam.Jones@knox.vic.gov.au

9(3) (d)

The telephone number of a person who can be contacted in an
emergency that requires clearance of an electric line that the
responsible person is required to keep clear of trees or parts of trees.

Business Hours

Name:  Teri Hawke (Project Officer - Trees)
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE No: 9298 8013 or 0419887822
After hours

Name: After Hours Duty Officer

EMERGENCY TELEPHONE No: 9298 8000 or 041880516
9(3) (e)

The objectives of the management plan

The following are identified as the key objectives of this plan in fulfilling our
stated mission and the duties set out in the Electricity Safety (Electric Line
Clearance) Regulations 2020.



1 Compliance with the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance)
Regulations 2020. This is achieved by preparing a management
plan relating to compliance with the Regulations for the next
financial year on or before 31 March each year. This would include
supplying a copy of the management plan to ESV on request within
14 days.

2 Ensure Electrical Safety of the public and those undertaking any
work associated with vegetation clearance of overhead electric lines
by continually improving safe working practices and procedures,
with a view to reducing staff exposure to related risks.

3 Minimise potential fire starts as a result of vegetation contact with
powerlines by maintaining statutory clearances as per Electric Line
Clearance Regulations 2020.

4 Ensuring that vegetation does not adversely affect the reasonable
continuity of electricity supply provided to the community, by
conducting biennial inspections of all trees close to power lines
within the declared area and annual inspections of all trees close to
power lines within the HBRA declared area.

5 Provision of a safe working place for employees and contractors.

6 Management of vegetation to maximise the environment,
biodiversity and amenity value of the Council’s trees.

7 Protection of areas with important vegetation which may be deemed
as such on the basis of those areas containing botanically,
historically or culturally important vegetation or vegetation of
outstanding aesthetic or ecological significance, and/or the habitat
of rare or endangered species; achieved by managing the tree
population in accordance with Knox City Council Policy and
procedure.

8 Community satisfaction with the manner in which the necessary
works area carried out.

Implementation of the plan objectives:

Objective 1 — 8 will be implemented (i.e. KPI's) as per the tender conditions in
Contract 2967 — Pruning and General Arboriculture Services. In addition,
Council have a proactive and reactive inspection program as described in
Council’s Street Tree Assessment Management Plan — available on the Knox
City Council website.



https://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_Id=4427

93) ()

The land to which the management plan applies by the inclusion of a
map:

This Management Plan applies to all trees on land managed by Knox City
Council (Appendix A). The Predominant category of trees subject to the plan
is suburban street trees of a mixture of indigenous, native and exotic.

o There are approximately 72,000 street trees.
o These trees are located in 2460 streets covering 770 kilometres.

This plan is not applicable to trees located on private property and State or
Federal Government land. The area of Knox to be included in this year's
contract pruning program 2024-2025 can be seen in appendix D.

High Bushfire Risk Areas (HBRA) sites within Knox can be seen in appendix
A. This GIS layer is updated/checked annually by council’'s GIS Department
in conjunction with the CFA.

The GIS layer in appendix A can be accessed on Councils GIS system and is
available to all Council staff.

93) (9)

The location of each area that the responsible person knows contains a
tree that the responsible person may need to cut or remove to ensure
compliance with the Code and that is:

(i) Native

The tree population within the area to which the plan applies is a mixture
of street trees planted on nature strips and parks/reserves with a variety
of native, indigenous and exotic species. For the purpose of this plan
the origin of these species are defined as follows:

- Exaotic, the tree originates from outside Australia

- Native, the tree originates from within Australia

- Indigenous, the tree originates from within the boundary of the
City of Knox

With regard to the street tree population, Council has a GIS street tree layer
containing attributes such as Genus and Species — the fields required to
determine the origin of a species. The layer has also been provided to Active
Tree Services (“ATS”) — Council’s line clearance contractors, to store on their
database. In addition to Council’'s Tree Planting Palette, which contains a list
of trees with indigenous origin.



With regard to road reserve and parklands, the location of trees of indigenous
origin and significance has been identified in Council’s ‘Sites of Significance in
Knox’ publication, which has also been made available to Council’s line
clearing contractors.

(ii) Listed in a planning scheme to be of ecological, historical or
aesthetic significance.

There is currently one significant (State) tree that is in proximity to powerlines
(low voltage). The tree (Quercus robur) is located in a road reserve in
Sheffield Road, The Basin (see Appendix F) - the tree is listed on National
Trust Reqister. This tree will be stored in the contractor’'s database as a tree

of significance.

(iii) A tree of cultural or environmental significance

Trees of environmental signification have been addressed in (i) in the context
of indigenous trees. With regard to cultural significance there are a number of
aboriginal sites throughout the municipality. The actual locations of individual
trees cannot be identified due to cultural awareness of the aboriginal
community; however, the general location is corner of Wellington Road and
Stud Road, Rowville. This information is also stored on ATS database to aid in
identification.

9(3) (h)

The means which the responsible person is required to use to identify a
tree specified in paragraph (g);


http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/sitesofbio
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/sitesofbio
http://www.trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/The_Basin/Sheffield_Road
http://www.trusttrees.org.au/tree/VIC/The_Basin/Sheffield_Road

Primarily trees referred to in 9(3)(g) that are affected by the Plan are identified
via the methods above — shared street tree GIS layer in conjunction with
Council’'s Green Streets Policy, Site of Biological Significance publication and
planning scheme overlays within the Knox City Council Planning Scheme.

With regard to tree identification the following is noted:

- Indigenous trees via GIS layer in conjunction with Council’s Tree
Planting Palette and Site of Biological Significance publication;

- Planning Scheme overlays provided to ATS via GIS layer — see
Appendix B;

- Culturally significant trees are classed in accord with the Aboriginal
Heritage Register which can accessed by members of the public via
an application process;

- Historical, cultural, aesthetic significant trees via the National Trust
website, accessible to member of the public;

- Flora or a habitat of fauna listed as threatened in accordance with
section 10 of the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988; or

- Flora listed in the Threatened Flora List with a conservation status in
Victoria of "endangered” or "vulnerable"; or

- A habitat of fauna which is listed in the Threatened Invertebrate Fauna
List with a conservation status in Victoria of "vulnerable", "endangered"
or "critically endangered".

The trees identified in the above Acts, Lists or Registers are reviewed at least
once every 12 months by Council to ensure their accuracy.

Additionally, Council will identify the location of further vegetation as specified
in section (g) of the Plan through review of the Heritage Register, Victorian
Aboriginal Heritage Register, Threatened Flora List, Threatened Invertebrate
Fauna List and Threatened Vertebrate Fauna List.

With regard to identifying habitat trees, Council’s contractor inspects each tree
for signs of active habitation. If there are signs of habitation, the tree is
identified as a habitat tree in the contractor’s database. Given that trees within
the declared area are mostly in residential streets it is unlikely that there will
be a large number of spans falling into this category.

Once spans over 45m are identified, the inspector will inspect these sites
separately and apply the following rules:
1. Non-Significant Vegetation
Council will apply the maximum additional clearance for the specified
voltage and fire risk area.


http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/aboriginal-affairs/aboriginal-cultural-heritage/victorian-aboriginal-heritage-register
http://www.dpc.vic.gov.au/index.php/aboriginal-affairs/aboriginal-cultural-heritage/victorian-aboriginal-heritage-register
http://www.trusttrees.org.au/about

2. Significant Vegetation

Where significant vegetation exists Council may choose to use the

calculations specified in the 2020 Electrical Line Clearance Regulations.

The additional clearance requirements for each tree will be identifiable by the
job type. Works falling into this category are to be logged as “Wire Clearance

— 45m+ Span” by the inspector.

This will identify the additional pruning

requirements to pruning teams on a case by case basis. In these instances,
the Sag and Sway Table located in Appendix G shall be used to calculate the
appropriate distance for lines greater than 45m and up to 100m.

If there are issues with the above process or clearance cannot be maintained
or the line exceeds 100m the DB’s and or Railway suppliers will be contacted
to ensure specific sag and sway allowances are made.

The relevant contacts are as follows:

UNITED ENERGY

Contact Name:
Position:

Phone Number:
Email:

AUSNET

Contact Name:
Position:

Phone Number:
Email:

METRO TRAINS

Contact Name:
Position:

Phone Number:
Email:

Jason Craig

Vegetation Liaison Officer
0402386940 or (03) 8846 9709
JCraig@powercor.com.au

Spencer Few

ORP Liaison Officer

0439 563 262 or (03) 9238 6353
spencer.few@ausnetservices.com.au

Katrina Lewis

Tree Clearing & Conformance Officer

1800 800 007
metrocustomer.feedback@metrotrains.com.au

Appendix C highlights the Distributions Companies areas throughout Knox.

9(3) 0)

The procedures to be adopted if it is not practicable to comply with the
requirements of AS 4373 while cutting a tree in accordance with the

code;



To ensure the latest version of AS4373 - 2007 Pruning of amenity Trees is
being referenced, Council has a subscriptions to the SAl Global standard
association. Notifications of new or amended standards are forwarded to the
organisations when they are released.

Council’s objective is that both internal and external staff prune in accord with
AS4373 - 2007 Pruning of amenity Trees as far a reasonably practicable when
undertaking pruning activities to clear vegetation from electrical assets.

‘Reasonably practicably’ in relation to AS4373 - 2007 Pruning of amenity
Trees means that which is, or was at a particular time, reasonably able to be
done in relation to ensuring continued tree health and future tree safety, taking
into account and weighing up all relevant matters including:

(@) The likelihood of the hazard or the risk concerned occurring — will

the action create a defect, hazard, loss of tree health or aesthetic
value in the present or future.

(b) The degree of harm that might result from the hazard or the risk -
what will the impact be on the tree or future safety of the public.

(c) What the person concerned knows, or ought reasonably to know

about:
0] The hazard or the risk — must have adequate knowledge
to determine the hazards risks
(i) Ways of eliminating or minimising the risk — must have

adequate knowledge in relation to alternative measures.

(d) The availability and suitability of ways to eliminate or minimise the
risk — are other resources or techniques available to complete
works to the standard.

(e) After assessing the extent of the risk and the available ways of
eliminating or minimising the risk, the cost associated with available
ways of eliminating or minimising the risk, including whether the
cost is grossly disproportionate to the risk — does the cost required
to complete works to the standard grossly outweigh the value of the
tree.

Contractors completing pruning works are required to follow Pruning
procedure guidelines outlined in AS 4373- 2007 Pruning of amenity Trees
section 5.

10



1.1 Equipment - Contractors completing pruning works are required to
select the appropriate plant and equipment in order to complete
works.

1.2 Disinfection - Where there is a risk of the spread of disease from one
tree to another, pruning tools shall be disinfected between trees.

1.3 Pre-cutting - To avoid splitting or tearing of the branch collar or trunk,
branches should be pre-cut or undercut.

1.4 Final Cuts

a. Final cut shall be made as close as possible to the branch collar
without cutting into the branch collar or leaving protruding stub.

b. In the absence of a visible collar, the branch bark ridge shall be
used to determine the angle of the cut when removing a branch.

c. When removing codominant stem, the stem bark ridge shall be
used to determine the angle of cut.

d. When making reduction cuts, the branch bark ridge shall be used
as a guide to the angle & position of the final cut.

e. Bark at the edge of all final cuts shall remain firmly attached.

Contractors when completing pruning works must remove the minimum
necessary to achieve the aim of the pruning as far as reasonably practicable,
which includes removing no more than 30% of foliage & not removing large
structural branches.

Where this cannot be achieved, the site or trees are to be referred to Council’s
Proactive Arborist or Project Officer-Trees to make an assessment on whether
or not it is reasonably practicable to deviate from AS4373 — 2007 Pruning of
amenity trees.

Council ensures staff are appropriately trained and are aware of the principles
of AS4373 — 2007 Pruning of amenity trees by:

¢ Providing access to the document at the worksite.

e Referencing the standard in its internal procedures.

e Referencing the standard in tender documents for contractors.

e Ensuring internal staff and contractors are trained or are supervised by
persons with Arboriculture or ESI certificate level training.

Where pruning to achieve clearance will not allow compliance with AS - 4373
2007 Pruning of amenity trees or Councils Road Management Plan, Knox may
elect to:

¢ Increase the pruning frequency to minimise the required pruning.

e Remove scaffold/ parent limbs initially to minimise future required
pruning.

e Remove trees where the resulting pruning would leave trees unsuitable
for retention.

Where the above situations occur, the Proactive Arborist is notified. Where
trees are to be removed, the affected resident is contacted either in person or
by a written notification card.

11



To verify that appropriate cutting standards are being achieved, Council has
implemented a quality auditing process. The audit has both a numerical
measure as well as comments about specific issues. The following is
considered: quality of cuts, appropriateness of pruning, clearance
requirements and post site clean-up are reviewed (see Appendix H for the
audit template). Audits are undertaken by Council arborists during the course
of and after completion of set works on both internal teams and contractors.

Where pruning does not meet the requirements teams may be required to
return to sites to rectify works or be provided instruction about future
improvements this is also provided to the contractor in the form of a reworks
audit. The reworks audit is issued once the Proactive Arborist has inspected
all trees within the allocated zone for compliance.

All decisions made will have due regard to the Knox City Council Sustainable
City Plan, the Significant Vegetation to Road Sites Strategy and Council’s
Streetscape Policy, these can be found at www.knox.vic.gov.au

93) (k)

A description of each alternative compliance mechanism in respect of
which the responsible person has applied, or proposes to apply, for
approval under clause 31 of the code

Knox City Council has not applied for any alternative compliance mechanisms
from Energy Safe Victoria to date. Where required, Council may investigate
the use of alternative compliance mechanisms to protect mature vegetation
that is unable to be pruned to comply with the Code of Practice.

Alternative compliance mechanisms that may be considered may include but
are not limited to:

e Aerial Bundling of cable.

e Redirection of existing powerlines.

e Installation of spreaders.

e Undergrounding of existing powerlines.

Any tree identified as requiring an alternative compliance mechanism will be
managed with a clear, documented and sound justification to support the
application to Energy Safe Victoria. Mechanisms will only be requested
following a full investigation of all options that may be available to ensure
compliance.

93 ()

12


http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/

The details of each approval for an alternative compliance mechanism
that

(i) The responsible person holds; and

(i) is in effect.

At present Knox Council has not applied for any alternative compliance
mechanisms.

9(3) (m)

A description of the measures that must be used to assess the
performance of the responsible person under the management plan;

Knox Council has a number of internal systems in place to monitor the
progress of inspection and clearance schedules including:

e Mapping the inspection and pruning program against the zone
maintenance progress.

e 100% post works auditing and issuing of reworks upon zone
completion.

e Customer feedback and levels of customer requests relating to
powerlines.

External systems such as audits from local DB’s in relation to non-compliance
sites and outages are not regularly received however are now tracked and
entered into Council internal database system.

Utilising historical data, a range of benchmarks for intervention of non-
compliance has been established.

e For internal audits, the supervising officer undertakes an audit of all streets
within the submitted completed zone. This audit covers both powerline
clearance and quality of works to AS4373 — 2007 Pruning of amenity trees
and ensures all trees are pruned to Council specifications. Trees identified
as not meeting council specifications are logged on Council’'s asset
management system and shared with ATS for rectification as reworks. See
appendix J

Performance procedures relating to keeping vegetation clear of powerlines
are identified in sections (e) to (i) of this Management Plan.

13



93) ()

Details of the audit processes that must be used to determine the
responsible person’s compliance with the Code

Knox City Council undertakes regular audits of ATS as well as a final 100%
compliance audit at the completion of the nominated zones. ATS also
undertakes its own internal auditing during pruning as well as at completion of
the nominated zones.

The Project Officer-Trees oversees the auditing cycle with the Proactive
Arborist. The Proactive Arborist conducts monthly audits of ATS during
pruning and is also responsible for the final end of zone completion audit.

There are 3 types of audits currently utilised by Knox City Council.

e Safety Audits — Are used to ensure correct OH&S onsite and to ensure
correct traffic/pedestrian control is being used as well as appropriate
controls are in place for powerline tree trimming — see Appendix I.

e Quality Audits — Are used to ensure tree trimming is performed as per AS -
4373 2007 Pruning of amenity trees as well as items such as site clean-up
- see Appendix H.

e End of Zone Compliance Audits — Are used to record quality at the
completion of the nominated zone. Council arborists inspects the entire
zone and log any works not undertaken to be completed as reworks - see
Appendix J.

Items identified during auditing are actioned as follows:
1. Non-compliance identified.

2. Reworks plotted onto Council Asset system.

3. Reworks occur within 14 days.
4

. Project Officer-Trees & Proactive Arborist follows up with ATS staff for
progress/tracking. Updates are also provided and logged during monthly
meetings and monthly reports completed by ATS.

5. Closure occurs when notification from ATS confirms all jobs have been
done. Another compliance audit is then undertaken by the Proactive
Arborist to confirm works have been completed.

The Project Officer-Trees oversees the auditing undertaken by the team and
discusses any noncompliance or improvement with ATS. All audits are saved
in Knox City Councils contract database. Results from these auditing
categories are used to improve safety of team and quality of works completed.
Audit results are discussed at team meetings and monthly meetings with
internal staff and contractors.

14



9(3) (0)

The qualifications and experience that the responsible person must
require of the persons who are to carry out the cutting or removal of
trees.

Employees conducting inspections, cutting or removal of trees are required to
hold or provide proof that they are enrolled in an approved course for the
following qualifications but not limited too:

Grounds Person
e Certificate 2 - ESI in Powerline Vegetation Control.

Tree Cutter / Pruner
e Certificate 2 - ESI in Powerline Vegetation Control.
e Minimum Certificate 3 Horticulture / Arboriculture.

Inspector

e Certificate Il - ESI in Powerline Vegetation Control.

e Minimum Certificate Ill Horticulture / Arboriculture inc. perform a ground-
based tree defect evaluation unit of competency, or an equivalent
gualification.

e UETTDRVC24A - Assess vegetation and recommend control measures in
an ESI environment or equivalent if not included in the above.

e 5 years industry experience.

The Certificate 2 ESI covers many aspects of the required training such as

Chainsaw use, OH&S principles, First Aid, pruning techniques and EWP

licences. Additional staff may be required to hold training in:
e Traffic management.

e Chipper operation/induction.
e Chemical application (A.C.U.P or similar).
e Tree Climbing.

All electrical Line Clearance crews are acting as “Authorised persons” as
indicated in the Electrical Safety Regulations 2009r. 318 and r.319. An
Authorised Person has undertaken appropriate Safe approach distance
training and is aware of limitations when working around powerlines as per the
Blue Book.

93) ()

Notification and consultation procedures, including the form of the
notice to be given in accordance with Division 3 of Part 2 of the Code:

Covered in schedules 15, 16, 17 &18 of the Code

15



For an example of social media article, please see - Appendix O.

9(3)(a)

Dispute resolution procedures

If a dispute arises during the process of consultation/negotiation between
affected land owners and the Council, regarding proposed
clearing/pruning/alternative construction activities, it shall be resolved in
accordance with Council’'s Complaint Procedure and council’s internal
Customer Complaint Handling Procedure (see Appendix P).

The person responsible for resolving official disputes between Council and
members of the public relating to the issues discussed in the Plan is:

Teri Hawke, Phone (03) 9298 8013
Project Officer — Trees, Knox City Council,
102 Lewis Road Wantirna South 3152

If the dispute cannot be resolved directly with Council the person making the
complaint will be referred to the Ombudsman’s Office for further information
and advice www.ombudsman.vic.gov.au. WATER AND ENERGY
OMBUDSMAN DETAIL

Notwithstanding the nature of the dispute and the need to resolve the dispute
in accordance with Council’s Complaint Procedure, Council’s duty to maintain
the clearance space in accordance with the Plan shall not be compromised.

9(4)

A method for determining an additional distance that allows for cable sag and
sway may provide for different additional distances to be determined for
different parts of a span of an electric line.

Covered under regulation 9(3)(i)(ii)

10(5) (a)

A responsible person must ensure that a copy of the management plan is:
published on the responsible person’s Internet site

This ELCMP will be published on the public notices page on the Knox website
www.knox.vic.gov.au .

The process to which the ELCMP will be updated on the website each year is
listed below:

16


http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_Id=3132
http://www.ombudsman.vic.gov.au/
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/

Draft of the new plan completed.
Draft sent to Coordinator Urban Forest and City Presentation.
Amendments made as required.

Wb PR

Draft sent to Director of Engineering & Infrastructure and Manager -
Operations for review.

5. Amendments made as required.
6. Send amended plan to Director for approval.

7. After plan is approved, send to Public Relations department for
publication to website, 5 working days before end of March.

The Project Officer-Trees is responsible for the process of drafting, submitting
to the Coordinator Urban Forest and City Presentation who will then submit to
the Director and coordinating publishing on the website. The website
publication will be initiated at the time of making hard copies.

10(5) (b)
A responsible person must ensure that a copy of the management plan is:
Available for inspection at the responsible person's principal office in the State

during normal business hours

The plan is available for viewing at Knox City Council Operations centre, 14
Henderson Road Scoresby between the hours of 7am — 4pm.

To view the plan an appointment should be made by contacting the Project
Officer Trees via customer service BH 9298-8000. After an appointment is
made, a meeting room can be booked for viewing the plan.

To ensure that the most up to date copy is available, the following controls are
put in place:

1. After approval to publish the plan is given, all existing hard copies are
destroyed keeping the electronic copies for 5 years.

2. A hard copy of the new plan is then created and filed.
3. The updated plan has currency and revision dates printed on the cover.

After approval to publish the plan is given by the director, all publications are
then initiated by the Project Officer - Trees and stored ready for viewing.

11(6) (a)

A responsible person who receives an exemption must ensure that a copy of
the exemption is- published on the responsible person’s internet site.

To date Knox has not applied for or received an exemption.
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11(6) (b)

A responsible person who receives an exemption must ensure that a copy of
the exemption is - available for inspection at the responsible person’s principal
office in the State during normal business hours.

To date Knox City Council has not applied for or received an exemption
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PART 2
Clearance Responsibilities

Division 1 - Roles of responsible person

(4)

Exception to minimum clearance space for structural branches around
insulated low voltage eclectic lines.

Council plans to apply exceptions on certain trees under this section of the
management plan. It is to be used in situations where existing tree branches
meeting the criteria are within the clearance space and it is not reasonably
practical to prune these branches. The branches in this situation pose an
acceptable level of risk, within set criteria.

This process is to be managed by the Project Officer-Trees and involves
information and input from the inspector contracted to provide the planned
electric Line clearance program (ATS). As previously stated, Knox has
committed to annual inspection of all tree assets within the vicinity of HV
electrical conductors or located in HBRA areas and biennial inspection of all
tree assets within the vicinity of LV electrical conductors through its Electric
Line Clearance program. Records of these inspections are recorded within
ATS’ electronic database and on councils Lifecycle System. The inspection
shall identify trees meeting the aforementioned exception by the following
process.

1. Inspection completed by appropriately qualified inspector.

2. The tree is assessed to see if the works require removal of branches
greater than 300mm to achieve required clearances.

3. The tree is assessed to consider weather removal of these limbs would
affect the structure, health or amenity of the tree.

4. If removal of limbs meeting these criteria is not achievable then the tree
shall be recorded in the database. This is completed by selecting
“YES” in the field named “Structural branches within clearance space”.
Trees not meeting these criteria in this field defaults to “NO”.

5. The voltage or cable type is recorded in the “WIRES” field.

6. A health & risk assessment is complete on the tree along with any
additional comments and recorded within the database.

Collection of this information allows specific trees to be identified, by species
and location. The qualifying branch size, reduced clearance and risk
assessment identifies trees which don’t meet the required clearances however
pose a low or acceptable level of risk given:

e Branches greater than 300mm typically have low or no movement and
can represent a large proportion of an existing tree.
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e Cables are insulated which reduces the risk of issues associated with
contact with vegetation.

It should be noted that where branches greater than 300mm exist however
can be pruned or removed to code without adversely affecting tree health or
structure or amenity value then this option should override the exception.

(5)

Exception to minimum clearance space for small branches around insulated
low voltage electric lines.

Knox City Council does not currently wish to apply exceptions to this section
of the plan. Small branches <10mm found to be within the clearance space
during inspection or where raised reactively shall be pruned to regulation
clearances.

Knox City Council may apply exceptions on certain trees under this section of
the management plan. It is to be used in situations where tree species, age or
pruning technigue make unacceptable growth within clearance space unlikely
within the pruning timeframes.

This process is to be managed by the Project Officer-Trees and involves
information and input from the inspector contracted to provide the planned
electric line clearance program (ATS). As previously stated, Knox has
committed to annual inspection of all tree assets within the vicinity of HV
electrical conductors or located in HBRA areas and bi-annual inspection of all
tree assets within the vicinity of LV electrical through its Electric Line
Clearance program. The following processes are implemented: Records of
inspections are recorded within an ATS’ electronic database and Councils
Lifecycle Program. The inspection shall identify trees meeting the
aforementioned exception by the following process.

(6)

Exception to minimum clearance for structural branches around uninsulated
low voltage electric lines in low bushfire risk areas

Knox City Council plans to apply exceptions on certain trees under this section
of the management plan. It is to be used in situations where existing tree
branches meeting the criteria are within the clearance space and it is not
reasonably practical to prune these branches. The branches in this situation
pose an acceptable level of risk, within set criteria.

This process is to be managed by the Project Officer-Trees and involves
information and input from the inspector contracted to provide the planned
electric line clearance program (ATS). As previously stated, Knox has
committed to annual inspection of all tree assets within the vicinity of HV
electrical conductors or located in HBRA areas and bi-annual inspection of all
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tree assets within the vicinity of LV electrical through its Electric Line
Clearance program. The following processes are implemented: Records of
inspections are recorded within an ATS’ electronic database and Councils
Lifecycle Program. The inspection shall identify trees meeting the
aforementioned exception by the following process.

1. Inspection completed by appropriately qualified inspector.

2. The tree is assessed to see if the works require removal of branches
greater than 300mm, where the resulting clearance from uninsulated
LV is no more than 500mm inside the minimum clearance space.

3. The tree is also assessed to consider weather removal of these limbs
would affect the structure, health or amenity of the tree.

4. If removal of limbs meeting these criteria is not achievable then the tree
shall be recorded in the database. This is completed by selecting
“YES” in the field named “Structural branches within clearance space”.
Trees not meeting these criteria in this field defaults to “NO”.

5. The voltage or cable type is recorded in the “WIRES” field.

6. The number of spreaders in the span is to be listed in the comments
field of the database to ensure the correct amount of spreaders are
fitted to the span.

7. A health & risk assessment is complete on the tree along with any
additional comments and recorded within the database.

Note: The vast majority of the declared area is identified as LBRA and the
sections of HBRA are audited on a specific program. As these exceptions do
not apply in HBRA areas it is assumed that all trees identified to have
branches within the clearance space are within the LBRA area.

Collection of this information allows specific trees to be identified, by species,
size and location. The qualifying branch size, reduced clearance and risk
assessment identifies trees which don’t meet the required clearances however
pose a low or acceptable level of risk given:

e Branches greater than 300mm typically have low or no movement and
can represent a large proportion of an existing tree.

« Low voltage electric lines have a lower risk of issues associated with
contact with vegetation especially where spreaders are installed.

()
A responsible person who owns or operates a transmission line must:

Knox City Council does not currently maintain any transmission lines as these
are maintained by the power company. Power Companies are to notify
Council’s Responsible Officer of all pruning works within the City of Knox.
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(8)
Responsible person may cut or remove hazard tree

If through routine inspection of the cyclic program or otherwise a person
identifies a tree under Council’'s management within the declared area is:

e Likely to fall onto or otherwise come into contact with an electric line.
e Regrowth into the clearance space before the next scheduled visit.

e Vegetation in a HBRA area found to be within clearance after
declaration of the fire season.

Council will arrange for an assessment to be undertaken by a suitably
qualified arborist who has:

e The qualification of Certificate Level Il in Arboriculture, including the
"Assess Trees" module, or an equivalent qualification; and

e At least 3 years of field experience in assessing trees.

This may be conducted by an internal or external resource. The assessment
will confirm the likelihood of contact with an electric line having regard to
foreseeable local conditions. Factors such as: tree health, defects, size of
failure, target potential, significance, fauna and habitat are considered in the
assessment. The details of the assessment will be recorded on the
contractor’s database or by a written inspection report which is saved to
Council’s Lifecycle system. Once completed, this report is to be submitted to
the Project Officer-Trees for review within 48 hours.

Where Hazard trees are identified as requiring pruning or removal, affected
persons are notified as soon as practical. This is completed either in person
or using council’s works notification card. Refer Appendix K.

If line clearance works on trees are completed under the Urgent conditions
listed in Schedules (13) & (14), trees will not be cut further than 1 metre from
the minimum clearance space around the electric line except where an unsafe
situation cannot be made safe. Where this is the case, pruning will be
undertaken further than 1 metre from the minimum clearance space to the
extent that safety is restored. Vegetation management personnel will be
instructed to cut to no more than 1m greater than the specified minimum
clearances when the works are issued.

As the asset owner the trees covered under this plan, council reserves the
right to remove hazard trees where they cannot be made safe or be retained
as useful assets.

Once works are completed the works are logged onto the contractor’s
database, or within internal daily work lists. Tree pruning personnel are to
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provide confirmation of completion of the work to the issuing officer.
Outcomes of the works are then provided to third parties including local
authorities, distribution businesses or general public who raised the case.

Should Council or contractors working on behalf of Council in the course of
works identify a hazard tree belonging to another party, Council will notify the
owner and the distribution business of the tree via telephone, e-mail or card
with 48 hours to make them aware of the risk and their obligations under these
regulations.

A responsible person cutting a tree must, as far as practicable cut the tree in
accordance with AS4373 as published or amended from time to time.

Covered in regulation 9(3)(i)

SCHEDULE 1- Code of practice for electric line clearance
PART 2- Clearance responsibilities
DIVISION 2 — Manner of cutting and removing tree(9)

A responsible person cutting a tree to achieve compliance must, as far as
practicable, cut the tree in accordance with AS 4373 as published or amended
at the time.

This information is covered in Regulation 9(3)(j).
(10)

Cutting or removal of:

- Native Trees

- Trees listed in a planning scheme to be ecological, historical or aesthetic
significance.

- Trees of cultural or environmental significance

Areas containing native trees, trees listed in a planning scheme to be of
ecological, historical or aesthetic significant and trees of cultural or
environmental significance within Knox are identified in regulation 9(3)(g)(i) -
9(3)(g)(iii) of this plan. ATS will be made aware of these areas through
inclusion of this information on their databases, and changes or additions will
be addressed and documentation provided in monthly meetings.

Trees within the vicinity of electrical conductors in these areas are assessed

by the ATS Arborist prior to zone pruning or reactively buy a Council Arborist
following a request from a third party using the following procedure.
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1. The site/s are assessed by an appropriately qualified inspector
nominated by the Project Officer-Trees. This may be an internal or
external resource.

2. The present situation is documented including: number and type of
trees requiring cutting, and removal. This may include photos and
aerial maps as well as entry into the Contractors database or Knox
lifecycle program.

3. Scope of works required make the vegetation compliant with the
current specifications is outlined. If the pruning of tree to compliance
results in the tree being unhealthy or unviable the tree will be
programmed for removal.

4. Recorded information is reviewed by the Project Officer-Trees, and
Coordinator Active Open Space to assess potential impacts to the
vegetation. Depending on the type of significance, other internal &
external stake holders such as Council’'s Planning department, Heritage
Victoria, etc. may also be engaged to provide feedback about
management options.

5. Strategies to minimise impacts to this vegetation are considered and
may include: increased pruning frequency, altered timing of pruning,
equipment used for access, and consideration of an engineering
solution.

6. A strategy is confirmed and recorded works plan which is approved the
Coordinator Active Open Space.

7. The approved works plan is then forwarded to the internal or external
resource allocated to perform the works.

8. The Project Officer-Trees is notified upon completion and the works
plan closed out and stored in councils document management system.

If vegetation in these areas identified is found to be unsafe, that is:
e Hazard tree
e Regrowth into clearance space before the next scheduled visit

e Vegetation in HBRA found to be in clearance after declaration.

The above process may be expedited in lieu of a site visit by the Project
Officer-Trees and the nominated inspector. Works are identified, recorded
and issued immediately to a works crew. Identified works should aim to make
the situation safe in the first instance and be subject to further review of future
management strategies. Notification to relevant stakeholders should occur
within 48hrs of issue of works.
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(11)
Cutting or removing habitat for threatened fauna

As stated in regulation 9(3)(iii) Knox does not currently have records of any
threatened fauna which may be affected by the implementation of this plan.
Should threatened fauna be identified, the following process shall be followed:

Identify Tree as a Habitat Tree

|

Is the tree providing habitat for threatened species
within Victoria?

MNo | fas

v ¥

Can the species be s ,
Identify the breeding
translocated to another |4 o -
- - Tda
habitat? N
Mo | i

h 4 h 4 4

Engage appropriate personal to Can the works be
carry out minimal works while i programmed outside the
) ) Translocate species )

ensuring compliance the breeding period?

current Electrical Regulations |
| | Yes

L

Schedule works outside

the breeding period

END

(12)

Restriction on timing of cutting or removal if notification is required
This has been covered in Schedule 15 & 16

(13)

Restriction on urgent cutting of trees

This has been covered in Schedule 8

(14)

Restriction on urgent cutting of trees

This has been covered in Schedule 8
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SCHEDULE 1- Code of practice for electrical line clearance
PART 2- Clearance Responsibilities
Division 3 Notification, Consultation and Dispute Resolution

(15)

Responsible person must provide notification before cutting or removing
certain trees.

Knox City Council will notify all affected parties including private residents of
any tree maintenance undertaken which may affect the land holder or change
the streetscape within that area. The notification take the form of a postcard
delivered a minimum 14 days before and no more than 60 days prior to works
being undertaken.

In addition to the postcard, Council will update the community via the social
media platforms Facebook & Twitter. — refer to Appendix O for Council’s
social media plan.

Knox City Council will notify all affected parties including private residents of
any tree maintenance proposed to be undertaken on a tree of cultural or
environmental significance which may affect the land holder or change the
streetscape within that area. The notification would be in a letter form
delivered before works are undertaken identifying all actions taken to
minimise the impact of these works on any tree of cultural or environmental
significance. In addition to this Council staff will liaise with land holders to
ensure they have an understanding of the works to be completed and
implications if any.

(16)

Responsible person must publish notice before cutting or removing certain
trees

To ensure notification of persons who may be affected by cutting or removing
trees for the purposes of clearance of the electric lines Knox has implemented
a range of methods including:

* A notification card (Appendix K) is placed in letter boxes for
unscheduled works and removals. It is issued by the persons
completing the works (internal staff or contractors).

* Every household within each upcoming zone is to be letter dropped by
the current contractor notifying the residents of the upcoming pruning.
(Appendix L) This gives the ability to provide weekly updates and maps
of the areas currently being worked in.

* Regular monthly posts through Councils social media forums Facebook
& Twitter, will inform the public of the location of proactive tree pruning
within the municipality. Refer Appendix O

The use of social media to inform the public regarding upcoming
Electric Line Clearance works is in line with the Council Communication
engagement policy. Refer Appendix Q
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e The pruning schedule is available on Council’s website knox.vic.gov.au/

This range of notification allows general notification as well as more accurate
and timely notification for changes in planned works and emergencies.
Unless specified by a notification card, the works to be notified are tree cutting
works to Australian standards so that regulation clearances can be achieved.

These mechanisms satisfy Schedule (12) notification of tree pruning to be
provided to all residents at least 14 days but no more than 60 days prior to the
planned day that pruning or removal is to occur. It also allows for updates to
be posted in the case that schedules have been delayed or placed on hold.

(19)
Dispute resolution

This is covered in Regulation 9(3)(q)
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Schedule 1- Code of practice for electric line clearance
PART 2- Clearance responsibilities
Division 4- Additional duties of responsible persons

(20)
Duty relating to the safety of cutting or removal of trees close to an electric line

All Contractors completing line clearance works for Council shall hold the
gualification of Cert Il ESI — Power line Vegetation Control. This training
instructs operators to follow safety guidelines and limits set within either;

e ESV - Electrical Safety Rules for Vegetation Work near Overhead
Powerlines by Non-electrical workers (Electrical Safety Rules)

e Greater clearances or rules set by the asset owner.

If operators have concern with the cutting or removal of a tree for which
council has the cutting responsibility, then it shall cease work and consult with
the relevant asset owner. This shall be identified onsite, during the site or
hazard assessment for the tree/ span in question.

The contact details for the relevant assets within Knox’s Declared Area are
listed below.

UNITED ENERGY

Contact Name:
Position:

Phone Number:
Email:

Ausnet

Contact Name:
Position:

Phone Number:
Email:

METRO TRAINS

Contact Name:
Position:

Phone Number:
Email:

Leo Hourigan

Vegetation Liaison Officer

0429 219 839 or (03) 8846 9550
LHourigan@powercor.com.au

Spencer Few

ORP Liaison Officer

0439 563 262
spencer.few@ausnetservices.com.au

Katrina Lewis

Tree Clearing & Conformance Officer

1800 800 007

metrocustomer.feedback@ metrotrains.com.au
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SCHEDULE 1- Code of practice for electric line clearance
PART 3- Minimum clearance spaces
Division 2- Alternative compliance mechanisms

31)
Application for approval of alternative compliance mechanisms.

Where an alternative compliance mechanism is required Council will apply to
Energy Safe Victoria for approval. The application will include the procedures
to be adopted for the commissioning, installation, operating, maintaining, and
decommissioning an alternative compliance mechanism.

This application will take into consideration published standards, location,
minimum clearance space, and a copy of a written argument.

(32)
Formal safety assessment of alternative compliance mechanism.

If Council decides to apply for an alternative compliance mechanism a formal
safety assessment will be undertaken to identify any hazards associated with
the request to the requirements of Energy Safe Victoria.
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APPENDIX A

Knox Declared Area
Including HBRA & LBRA sites

High Bushfire Risk Area, Low Bushfire Risk Area & Declared Areas
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APPENDIX B

Knox City Council - Vegetation Protection Overlays
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APPENDIX C

POWER DISTRIBUTION

Whitehorse City Councll

Monash City Council
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APPENDIX D

YEARLY PRUNING AREA & ZONES

Line Clearing Tree Inspection Zones &
Line Clearing Pruning Cycle Areas/Years
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YEARLY PRUNING AREA & ZONES

APPENDIX D

Zone Pruning by contractor

Zone Prune Date Year Zone Prune Date Year
1 July 2021 14B July 2022
2 July 2021 14C July 2022
3 July 2021 14D August 2022
4 August 2021 32 August 2022
5 August 2021 38 September 2022
6 September 2021 20 September 2022
7 Se